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11:30–12:30 PM:  Break
12:30 – 2:00 PM:   Lunch, catered by Panera
3:45 – 4:00 PM:      Break
4:45 – 5:00 PM:      Wrap-up Today

Restrooms

1E (East)
Near front entrance.

Lunch and Breaks

Remember to charge your
phones and bring chargers.

Devices 

Housekeeping

Say Cheese! or Not.
Photos mostly for internal
purposes but we would like to
feature some on our web site.
Contact folks re: permission. 

Photos



Principal Project
Team

Michelle Dalmau Vanessa Elias Kalani Craig Jazma Sutton



Grant
Overview
“This project is driven by you and your
communities.

The historical record is full of gaps.

The DigitalArc project seeks to refine
community-archiving approaches with
constant input from community
members.”

Funded by the Digital Justice Development Grant program at the
American Council on Learned Societies, our goal is to provide
support for local communities to document and share their own
stories, on your terms, through the creation and ongoing
management of digital archives. We all have an opportunity to
contribute to our local and collective stories, enriching our shared
historical record with voices that might otherwise not be heard.



https://digitalarcplatform.github.io/







Workshop
Objectives &
Expectations

01

02

03

04

Learn about partner projects and consider digital
archiving models for engaging with community
members 

Experience an adapted version of the “history
harvest model” for documenting community stories

Highlight project management considerations when
planning and implementing a community-led digital
archiving project

Explore approaches to community archiving,
including privacy and ethical considerations



Workshop
Agenda for
5/31/2025

10:00–10:45 AM 
Welcome and Introductions

10:45–11:15 AM 
Models for Community-Led Archiving

11:15-11:30 AM
Break

11:30–12:30 PM
Community Partner Project Presentations & Discussion 

12:30 – 2:00 PM 
Lunch, catered by Panera

2:00 – 3:00 PM 
Demo Capturing and Collecting Stories following the History Harvest Model

3:00 – 3:45 PM
Sustainability, Ethics and other Concerns

3:45 – 4:00 PM
Break

4:00 – 4:45 PM
Debriefing as Small Group Activity; Reporting Back as Larger Group

4:45 – 5:00 PM
Wrap-up Today; Sneak Peek Tomorrow



The Toolkit
One of the final goals of this
grant is to create an online
how-to guide that will walk
community members through
the different steps to archiving
their community's history. 

This part of the project is in
progress and will be shaped
by your feedback. 

https://digitalarcplatform.github.io/
documentation/

https://digitalarcplatform.github.io/documentation/


The Toolkit

Getting
Started

Pre-
event

Planning

During
the

Event

Post-
event

Clean Up

Publish
your
Site

This will undergo an open peer-review process



Introductions 
Why are you
interested in
community
archiving? 

Who are you? 



Descendant Archival Practices: A
Perspective on Community

Archiving 
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Our
Commitments:
 

01

02

03

04

to critical assessment of power dynamics at play in
university-community partnership

the value of working with and training students/youth

supporting the needs of historically-underrepresented
communities through digital archiving and storytelling 

ethical, public work and emerging practices in
our field



“Archives that are rooted in biases and oppression that maintain the
subjugation of vulnerable communities cannot be transformed; they
can never morph into justice-oriented social assets. But can
mainstream archives repair their praxis of suppression? Is it
conceivable that traditional archives might find a way to help mend
the social wounds created by the absence of records documenting the
lives and contributions of marginalized communities, which have
resulted in an ill-formed representation of history?”

MOVING TOWARD A REPARATIVE ARCHIVE

-ARHCHIVIST LAEL HUGHES-
WATKINS



The Problem of Midwestern Archives

The Midwest is often idealized as a region of
“free states,” obscuring the early presence of
Black people and the persistence of
discrimination and inequality 

MYTH OF FOUNDING HISTORY

Archives often claim there are few records of
Black life—or suggest such records never existed
—when in fact they may be misfiled, poorly
described, or intentionally excluded.

CLAIMS OF SCANT HISTORICAL
RECORDS

Black history is typically framed through
white institutions or individuals, rather than
centered on Black people’s own experiences
and agency. Remain inherently white spaces

DOMINATED BY WHITE
NARRATIVES

Everyday lives & memory-keeping practices
of Black communities are often overlooked,
dismissed, or deemed unreliable  

IGNORING THE LIVED
EXPERIENCES



INTELLECTUAL INFLUENCES

Possible to write about Black
women, despite the distortion

of the archive

BLACK FEMINIST
HISTORIANS

“The records are scant or do
no exist.”

ARCHIVISTS &
LIBRARIANS 

 Limited; largely overlooked
the lived experiences of

African Americans

SECONDARY
LITERATURE





REMEMBERING FREEDOM HISTORY HARVEST 
Greenville-Longtown 2019 Homecoming

01

02

03

recover historical evidence of Black
women’s lives outside of mainstream
archive

create a more complete and diverse
understanding of Indiana history

contribute to the digital tool box
descendant communities use to share and
teach their histories. 

Goals:



DESCENDANT ARCHIVAL PRACTICES
A MIXED-METHODS APPROACH THAT INVOLVES IDENTIFYING, COLLECTING, PRESERVING, AND
MAKING ACCESSIBLE THROUGH DIGITIZATION, CULTURAL HERITAGE AND ARCHIVAL MATERIAL
CONSIDERED VALUABLE BY DESCENDANT COMMUNITIES 

REQUIRES COLLABORATION WITH DESCENDANT COMMUNITIES & CONSIDERS THE ETHICAL
REALITIES OF COMMUNITY-ENGAGED DIGITAL WORK

DESCENDANT HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE AS AN AUTHORITATIVE SOURCE 

ALTERNATIVE TO MAINSTREAM ARCHIVES 

ARRAY OF MEMORY-KEEPING PRACTICES  AFRICAN AMERICANS EMPLOY TO HONOR THEIR
ANCESTORS’ MEMORY 



THE JENNIE ELDER
SUEL COLLECTION 



“IF YOU WANT THE HISTORY OF A WHITE MAN,
YOU GO TO THE LIBRARY. IF YOU WANT THE
HISTORY OF BLACK WOMEN, YOU GO TO THE

ATTICS, THE CLOSETS, AND THE BASEMENTS”

-ALTA JETT



J E N N I E  E L D E R  S U E L  C O L L E C T I O N



Black Women in
America Course

Spring 2024
Project-based Class

H I G H L I G H T  T H E  P R E S E N C E  O F
B L A C K  W O M E N  I N  C U R R E N T L Y
I N V E N T O R I E D  C O L L E C T I O N S

R E C O G N I Z E  S I G N I F I C A N C E  O F
B L A C K  W O M E N  A S  C R E A T O R S
&  C O N T R I B U T O R S  T O  T H E S E
C O L L E C T I O N S

U S E  A  C O L L A B O R A T I V E ,
C O M M U N I T Y - B A S E D  M O D E L
F O R  G A T H E R I N G ,  A R C H I V I N G ,
&  D I G I T I Z I N G

0 1

0 2

0 3



T H E  R E S U L T S



“Black archives are whatever Black people want them to be--signifying
of a desire to be remembered in the face of violent erasure, a right to
control one’s own narrative from past to future, a rebellion against the
story being told wrong, a conflict with institutional control, anger at
structural racism, joy at community understanding, relief at seeing
yourself in the past and the future, understanding the power of history,
honoring ancestors and elders, imagination in spite of circumstances,
and hundreds of thousands of individual experiences.”

BLACK ARCHIVES

-ARHCHIVIST DOROTHY BERRY



"WHAT YOU WANT WITH THAT OLD RAGGEDY
BIBLE?" -MY GRANDMA, LUCILLE SUTTON



Community
Project
Introductions
●        Who is your community?
●        What is your project ?
●        Project goals?
●        Project challenges? (02)GARY, INDIANA

OXFORD, OHIO



Thank you

Larana TeamPresentation by






